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BICENTENNIAL RESOURCE UNIT 

Introduction 

This is a resource unit on the Bicentennial. 
IS not to be construed as, a complete set of matel-ials, 
but to be utilized as a general guide to relieve the basic 
work of any classroom teacher who is interested in pre- 
senting a Bicentennial unit. 

In this unit three' main topio^ are stressed that 
are historical as well as coriten^rary: Family Life, 
Transportation, and.Social Conflict for the periods of 
1776, 1876, and 1976. The emphasis is on the social ' 
history of America rather than on the political. 

This unit. is recommended as a study guide in outline 
form so that the teacher may use it to develop a unit. A' 
list of suggested library resouSrces, audip visual resources 
discussion questions and activities is provided; however, 
the teacher will have to compile and collect his own 
material. The list of materials (elementary sources 
are in parts IV to VI and secondary sources are in 
parts Vir to IX) was' complied from local school and 
community libraries and Media Centers; therefore, the 
•teacher, should find that this unit is««asily executed. 

This unit is provided in conjunction with the * 
West Texas Regional Council for the Social Studies and 
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Dr. Tom Dyrmeson, Social Studies Education, University, 
of Texas of the Permian Basin. 
Unit Objectives ^ 

1. Describe changes in American family life, transportation, 
.and social issues during the years 1776, 1876, and 1976. 

2. Describe- changes in American family life during the 
periods 1776, 1876, and 1976 by comparing the role^ 
of the family members (father, mother, children, 'and 
grandparents) and the ways in which families make 

a living.' >v 

3. Describe changes in American transportation during 

m 

0 

t^he periods of 1776, 1876, and 1976 by comparing 
methods of transportation, types of energy (resources), 
inventions and technology; and the extent of .travel. 

4. Describe changes in) American society during the periods 
of 1776, 1876, and 1976 by coii5)aring significant social 
conflict issues that dominated each period. 

Topic OutUhe of the Unit 
A. 1776- -Background of the Times 
1. Family Life 

a) Role of family members (father, mother, child- 
ren, grandparents) 

(1) The family as an ihterdependent unit 

(2) The family as a social unit 

(3) The family as an economic unit 

(4) Values that influenced family life 

b) Ways of making a living 

(1) Division of labor 

(2) Specializa'tion 

00010 
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(3) Occupations and occupational training 

(4) Mateyrial and skills, 

2 . Transportation, 

a) Methods of ^transportation 

b) Types of ene^rgy (resources) 

c) Inventions an^ technology 

d) Extent of traV^l 

3. Social Conflict 
^ a3 Citizenship. 

b) Civil rights - . 

\ 

« Immigration ' 

. d) Property rights 
•%) Territorial e^^qpar^^io^^ (frontiers) 
f) Governmental powers 
1876 — Background of the Times \ ' 
1. Family Life 

a) Role of the family members (fither, raotheXj 
children, and grandparents) 



L 



(1) The family as in interdependent unit 

\ 

C2)- The family as a social unit^ 

(3) The family as an economic iirtit 

/ 

(4^ Values thdt influenced family life 
b) Ways of making a living t ^ \^ 

(1\) Division of labor 

(2) Specialization 

(3) Occupations and occi5)ational training 

(4) Material and skills 
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2. Ti^ Sport Et ion 

a) Methods of transportation 

b) Types of energy (resources) ^ 
c:) Inventions and technology 

d) Extent of travel * 

3. Social Conflict 

a) . Citizenship 

b) Civil rights 
cY Immigration 

d) Property rights 

e) Territorial exparision (frontiers) 

f) Governmental powers ^ 
C. 19/6— Background of the Times 

1. Family Life 

a) Role of the family members (father, mother, child- 
' ren, grandparents) 

(1) The family as an interdependent unit , 
* (2) The family as a social unit 

(3) The family as an economic unit 

(4) Values that influenced family life 

b) W^ys lof making a living 

(1) Division of labor 

(2) ^/ Specialization . 

)[3) Occupations and occiqpational training 
(4) Material and skills 

2. Transportation 
* a) Methodsi of transportation 

b) Types of energy (resources) 
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: c) Inventions and technology 

d) Extent of travel 
. 3. Social 'Gonflict 

a) citizenship 

b) Civil rights ■ * 

. ^ ' c) Immigration ' - ^ 

>: d) Property rights . 

e) Territorial e3q)^sibn . (frontier) 
Resources for Teachers and St^^d^nt^s-• -Elementary^ 

^ A. Printed MaWrial 



1. Books for Family Life 



^ Broun,. Slater, Ethan Alleii aifld the Gr6en Mduiitain 

B6ys >>]Random House, 1956. ^-V^ --^ 

- . *. ^ . " ""'^ "^^ ' 

Earl^, Alice Morse, Child Life in Co^nial Days. 

^ MacMi Han Company, 1959. ~ T " 

.■ \. ' • ■ ' ' ' . ' - ■ * - r , 

• Harmer, Mabel, The True Book of Pionfeers, Children's 

Press, 1957. ■ ; ' 

Krumgold, Joseph, 'And Now Miguel. T.Y. Crowell. 
1953. . - 

McCall, EditRf^ Pioneering on the Plains, > 
Children's Press, 1962. " 

' Steele^ William 0., Winter Raitker. Harcourt 
Brace," 1954. / ' 

Tunis, Edwin, Colonial Living/ World, 1957. " - 

Tunis, Edwin, The Young United State s 1793 to 1650. 
World, 1969. " " 

Vi/ilder, Laura Ingalls, Little House in the Big Wo ods, 
Harper, 1953. ^"^ 7 

World JBook Encyclopedia. Vol. 4, Field Enterprises. 
Educational Corporation; 1972. 



Yates, Elizabeth, Amos Fortune, Free Man, 
Dutton, 1950. 

2 . Books for Transportation 

Bachman, Frank P., Great Inventors and Their 
Inventions, American. ' . . 

Branley, Franklyn M. , A Book of Outer Space 
For You, Crowell, 1970.. 

Buehr, Walter, Railroads Today and Yesterday , 
G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1957.. , 

Caip, Wilma Wilson,* Story of American Transporta- 
tion , Fidelqr, 1961. 

Dalgliesh, Alice, America Travels , MacMi 11 an, 1950. 

Halacy, Daniel S., Energy and Engine^, World, 1967. 

. ■ • \ ■ ^ 

Lewis, Alfred, The New JJorld of Petroletrai, Dodd, 1966 

^< — ^ '. 

'■■ 

Reck, "Franklin M. , The Romance of American Trans- 
portation , Crowell, 1962. 

Richards, Kenneth,' The Story of the Conestoga 
Wagon , XSiildren's Press, 1970. ' 

Tunis, Edwin, Tb^fi^Y^oung United States, 1793 to 1830 ^ 
Woi!*ld, 1960. 

World ^ok Encyclopedia, Vol. X9, Field Eiiteiprises,^ 
E due at 1 ojfia 1^ C o rp or at i on , 1 9 72 . 

3. Books for Social Conflict \^ 

Cavanah, Frances, Our Countay's Freedom, Rand 
McNally, 1966. 

Pox, Paula, The Slave Dancer, Bradbury Press, 1973. 

Huffman, Edwin D . , Pathways to Freedom, Mifflin, 
1964. . • 

. c 

Leaf, Muro, Being An American Can Be Fun , 

Lippincott, 1964. 

til ^ . « '■ 

Spangler, Earl, The Negro American, Lemer, 1971. 

Tunis, Edwin, The Young United States 1783>»tO 1830, 
Worldkl969. ' ' ' ' 
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Witty, Dr. Paul, The True Book df Freedom and Our 
U.S. Family. Chi Idren's Pr^ss, 19S6. ~ " 



J. 



. Woodin, G. Bruce, Modem Ameri/can (1877- 
Sterling, 1972. , 

B. Audio Visua^l Materials 

1, Audio Visual Materials fo:^^ Family Life 

'* a) Fi Imstribs 

, Children of Pione 0^r Times 
Colonial America^ 
Life in Early Africa 

* b) Kits 

Life in Colcyiiar Am^ri-ca 
Pioneer Coigjlhunity , /1970 
Story of i^erica*V People, Series 1 

c) Films 



Dawn off the ' American Revolution: A Lexington - ^ 
/Family/, (16 mjAi.) 1964 ' [ ^ ' 

Families and /Learning; Everyone's a Teacher 
^ (10 vtin.l, 1971. ' " 

Famiiy Teamyork and You, (13 min), 1966 

Piorieer Vil/Iage, (20"min) , 1966 ' 

Ye^ 1999/A>dV. (27 min.), 1967 

d) TransparOTcies « * • 

Colonia/ZLife Series ^ 

■ fn^ — 

2. Audio Visua^ Materials for Transportation 

a) Kit 
Areosgface, 1967 

b) Films/ 

Airplanes Work for Us , (11 min.). 1961 
American Road , (30 min.), 1953 
Development of Transportation, The, (11 min.), 
1958 

Freight Trains Today, (11 min.). 1968 

Freighter , (13 minQ, 1970 

Inland Waterways-Inland P6rts , (15 min.), 

1973 

Traisportation-Pooti>ath to Airplane , (16 min.) 
1965 . .{, 
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c) Transparencies 

Land Transportation ^ 
Sea Transportation 
Air Transportation 

3. Audio Visual Materials for Social Conflict ■ 

a) Films trips 

Se parate and Unequal Series^ 1969 Studies in 
the History of B^ack Americans^ ' ^ ^ 

K) Kits ' ^ ' 

American Adventure, The ^ (American Ethnic 

Groups) ' [ . .v^ 

Negro History 

^ c) Films ' " • 

Bjfell of Rights in Action Series 
' Bill of Rights of the United St ate s, > (19 min.), 
1956 ; 

Black History: Lost, Stolen, or Strayed, 
f54 min.), 1968 

Bbynsville , (11 min.)* 1970 - 

Chicario F"rbm the Southwest, (15 min J. 1970 

Immigration , (25 mfnQ 

Jobs in the CityT^anufactm-in)^. (11 min.), 1972 
Land of Immigrants , (16 min.), 1966 ^ * 

Mirror of America, Parts 1 and 2, (54 min.), 1969 
Religious FreeiSbom in America's Beginning , 
(14 min.), 1971 . . 

Soldier of the Revolution, (15 min.)^ 1963 
Top, The, (8 min.), W65 

United States Elections— How We Vote ,\(14 min.), ^ 
1965 ^ 
tVho Needs You? , (11 min.) , 4971 

? d) Transparencies 

Beginning of Self-Government 
Our Freedom 

C. Free Materials ' . 

Bulletin Borad Kit — Automobile 
Historic Automobile pictures 
Bullentin Board Kit — Motor Truck 
Historic Truck pictures 

Write to: Automobile Manufacturers Company 
Educational Services 
320 New Center Building 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 
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George Washington Pictures of Little Known Events 
Booklet of Pictures and brief sketches. 
Available in classroom quantity. 

Send requests on post cards to: . 
Washington National Insurance Con5)any, Public Relations Dept.', 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

i • . . • ^' 

Milepost 100 

Story of the Santa Fe Railway from its Beginning to the 
present time, 22 pages. ♦ 
, Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway System, The 

j Send requests to: 

Public Relations Department 
Bill Burk, Manager 

80 East Jackson Boulevard ' 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Monographs Available on Aviation 

Charles A. Lindberg, the Wright Brothers, etc. . 
Write requests on post card to: 
Smithsonian Institute N 
^ / National Air and Space Museum 

Washington, D.C. 20560 . 



Negro~-A Story of the Black American^, \The Yesterday 
and Today (SA-2679) 

Reprint from 1970 World Book Encyclopedia. One copy 
Write to: 

Field Enterprises Educational Coxporation 
Department of Educational Services 
Station 8, Merchandise Mart Plaza . » 
Chicago, ^llinois 60654 

Pioneer Life in America (SA-2680) 

Reprint from the 1970 World Book Encyclope^a. One copy. 
Field Ent'ei^i^ises Educational Coxporation 
* Department of Educatdonal Service 
Station 8, Merchandise Mart Pl^za 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 ^ 

^Spirit of Paul Revere, The Glorious Heritage sfor 
American Industry 

Revpr§, Copper and Brass, Incorporated 
236 Pa% Avenue, Advertising Departitent 
New York, New York 10017 

« 

Twenty Questions Paii5)hlet » 
Checklist on Civil Liberties^ folder 
35 copies per school 
AmericMi Civil Lil)erti«s Union 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York lOOJLO 
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Union Pacific Railrgafd— A Brief History. /^ 

Traces th^ developj^nt of the first tran^cohtinontal 

railroad,\30 pages, available to teacher^. 

Union Pacific Railroad Conipany jt^ii 

Advertising Department 4^ * ^ 

1416 Dodge Street 

Omaha, Nejbraska 681Q2 ^ 



Wiley, Karen,^ and Pestello, Roxy, Materials for 
Teacliing About the Bicentennial; An Anndted Bibliography./ 
Social Science Education Consortium, 855. Broadway^ 
Boulder, Colorado 80.302 

V. Activities for Students--Elementaiy. . ^ 

" ♦sr.. 

A* Classrooui Activities - - 

1- Programs 

a) Role-playing and ptppet shows 

XX) Holiday activities-:-1776-1876-1976 

(2) Typical day— 17 76- 18 76- 19 76' 

(3) Different typjes of transportation — 
1776-1876-197.6 ' 

(4) Inventors 

(5) Civil rights 

. (6)- Immigprants 

-I ' ' > 

* b) Songs, poetry^ and readings 

(1) Patriotic songs 

(2) Songs from our immigrants , 

(3) N Patroitic poems 

i> • • - 

(4) Civil rights poetry 

(5) Documents .1; . * 

(a) Preamble to Constitution 

(b) The Bill of Rights 

(c) The 'Gettysburg Address 



^•(4) Folklore 
' .2. Map^ 
O " ' ■ 16 
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a) Routes of the pioneers 

b) Population movement 

c) Transportation routes 
(1) Water 

• . ^ (2) Land 
(3) Air - 

d) Movement and location of Indians 

e) Immigrant settlements 

f) - Zoning maps 
3. Graphs 
4.. Dioramas 
5. Debates 

a) Roles of family members 

Safe^ty 

J* * 
c) Social conflicts 

fe. Reading comer • 

7. Bulletin Boards 

a) Famous "immigrants 

(1) Sports figures 

(2) Entertainmei^t figures 

b) Bill of Rights 

c) Inventors and inventions 
^ d)' Homes of the thiree periods 

e) Transportation 
£)• Civil rights 

8, Creative Work 
I a) Poems 

b) Stories ' 
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B. 

« 

V 1. \:oinmunity Theater 



2. Museums 



t * 



3, R^dd f 
^4f"^levifeion 
5. Wewspapter • \^ 

^6. Re^^ource people 
7. Movies 
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Field Trips 
r Toc 



10.- Other Tocal bicentennial activities 

• ' \ 

C. ^ National , * . ■ 

1. Television • 

2. Periodicals ^ t 

3- Radio ^ / ' - ^ 

4. Newspaper ^ . i> . ^ 

5. Pamphlets and Booklets " 

6. Free materials ^ 
Discussion Questions for the Classroom— -Elementary 

The follovfing discussion>questions^ Stie to be applied to 

the periods of 1776, 1876, nnd 1976 when possible/. The depth 

of- discussion and) the allotted time for these questions is 

left to the ^B^retion of thp teacher. 

" ' i 

A. Family Life ' 

1,. Describe a day in the life of: , 
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a) Mother 

b) Father 

Ji) Boy ^ 

: d) Girl 
e) Grandparents ' ^ . 
2, Compare the family life styles.. 

3.. What changes have taken place in family recreation, 
and why? 

4. You are a child who has received a gift of money, 
' What would you do with it? (amount, economic, 
and products of the period) 
5^ How would a Christmas holiday be spent by. a family? 

..Which would yoXX choose and why? 

- ' \ 

\ 6. Whiat knowledge and skills ♦were necessary for each 
family member and why were they nece^sajry? '* 
7: How did each family member acquire these skills 

and knowledge? Give examples. • - 

^8, In the building of a house, compare the following: 

a) Division of labor - ^ 

b) Specialization > 

c) Workers-;- skill s and training 

9. What kinds of stpres, businesses, and buildings 
^l^^wduld you see on^a typical main street of a town 
or a city? ^ ' 
" •'^Iff; "After looki.ng at the last two hundred yeiars of ^' 
f^ily life, what do you think family life will 
b^ like in th^ year 2076? 
Bw "Transportation 

19 



1. What kinds of transportation were available? 

2. What were the advantages and disadvantages of 
"different kinds of travel? 

3. What are some of the major reasons why transportation 
was needed? 

4. Discuss how the kinds of travel were related to 
the distances traveled and to energy resources. 

5. Discuss the degree of mobility in local, regional, 
state, national, and" world. 

6. In transportation, how did technology and energy 
resources influence each other? 

7. Explain any improvements in the^ safety of transport at i 

8. How did types of energy (resources), inventions, 

and technology bring about changes in transportation. 

9. Pretend you are taking a^trip. You must travel 
by land, water, or air. Which would you choose? 
Explain. 

10. After looking at the transportation of thb last 
two .hundred years, whart types of transportation 
do you think people will be using in the year 2076? 

Social Conflict 

* 

1. Define the term social conflict. Give examples. 

2. If the British had won the war, what effect would 
this have had on social conflicts in America? 

3. How di^ people acquire and keep their land? 

4. What^were some of the contributions the immigrants 
made to the American pulture? 
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5. A large clothing factory decided to locate in 
your town or city. What would each of the 
following grouj/s feel about this plan? 

A 

a) Factory workers 

b) Factory owners 

c) Town people 

d) Nearby rural people 

6. Discuss the civil rights* is,sue. 

7. Define, discuss, and give examples of equality, 
dignity, value, right, and law. 

8. Describe the roll of a good citizen. 

9. List the qualifications for a voter to vote. 
10. Discuss how values have changed govenmental 

powers. ' , ^ 

Resources for Teachers and St^udents- -Secondary 

A. Printed Material :^ * , 

1. Books for Family Life 

Booth, Letha and Staff of Colonial Williamsburg, 
T he Wjjliamsburg CooTcbook^ Williamsburg, Virginia: 
The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1971. 

Cavan, Ruth Shonle, The American^Pamily , New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1969. ^ 

Cross, Helen Reeder, Life in Lincoln's America, 
New York:, Random House, 1964, 

Earl, Alice Morse, Child Life in Colonial Days, 
New York: The MacMillan Company, 1961. 

Earle, Alice Morse, Colonial Days in Old New York, 
New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1896. 

Eckhardt, George H., Pennsylvania Clocks and 
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Audio Visual Materials 

1. Audio Visual Materials for Family Life 

a) Films 

MP' 68162-- Dawn of the American Revolution; A 
Lexington Family, (West Texas Education Centerl 

MP 72109-- Guidance for the Seventies: Kids , 
Parents, Pressures , (WTEC] 

MP 70130-- Yeay 1999 A. P ., (WTEC) 

MP 71356-- Pioneer Village, (WTEC) 

MP 69028-" Labor Movement, The: Beginning and 
Growth in America , (WTEC) 

b) Kits 

KT 70017— Love, Marriage and the Family^ (WTEC) 

c) Fiimstrips 

FS 02 722- - Life in Early America (WTEC) 

2. Audio Visual Materials- for Transportation 

a) fI 1ms 

MP 70028 — It Might Have Happened (WTEC) 

b) Kits • 

KT 69026 — Evolution of American Industry: 
, 1650-1960. (WTEC) ^ 

KT 69001 — Aerospace (WTEC) 

c) Other 

L 497 — Black Men and Iron Horses (Ector County 
Independent? School District) 

63 — The Development of Transportation ^ 
2nd Edition, (ECISD) 

L 471— Eagle Has Landed; Flight of Aptollo II . 
(ECISD)"^ : — ' — 
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3. Audio Visual Materials for Social Conflict 

a) Films' 

' . MV 72149-- America: #2 Home Away From Home 

(1776), (WfEC5 ' 

MV 72 14 8-- America: #3 Making a Revolution 
(1776), (WfECT ~' ' . 

MV 72032-- America^ #7 Domesticating A 
^ Wilderness (1876), (WTEC) 

MV 73014-- America: #13 The More Abundant Life 
(1976), (WTlC) [ ' ' 

MP .74125-- Minorities: Patterns of Change ^ 
•(WTEC) ~^ I ~ " 

MP 68520" Our Immigrant Heritage (WTEC) 

b) /Fiinistrips 

FS b4638--^ Then and Now in the United States , 

(WTEC) ~~- ;^ ' 

c) Kits 

KT 710 17- - Alienated Generation, The, (WTEC) 

d) Other \ 

L 527 — American Woman in the 20th Century : 
' * Part I and II, (ECISD) 

/ ' L 470-- Black History — Lost, Stolen, or Strayed^ 
Parts I and II, (ECISD) 



L 673" Chicano (ECISD) 
VIII • Activities for Students — Secondary 
A. Classroom Activities 
, 1. Maps * ' , ■ ' 

a) Trace a map of the United States with 

colonial names and boundaries as it appeared 

in 1776. ^ V. 
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Trace a map of the United, States with each 
state's name and annexation date in 1876. 

c) Population growth--using different colons 
. for each year (1776, 1876, 1976) plot the 

ten most populous cities in the United States 

d) 3-D e3q)ansion maps. 

e) Salt or flour maps. 

2. Plays 

a) Have class write three scenes to be 

reenacted as follows: typical dinner table 

it <^ . 

> conversation of an American family in 1776, 
in 1876, and 1976. 

b) Skit— immigrant family 

3. Posters 

a) Political cartoons for each year (1776, 1876, 
1976) * - 

b) Graphs (1776, 1876, 1976) 

(1) Divorce rate 

(2) Birth rate . 

(3) Immigrant groups 

(4) Railroad mileage 

(5) Highway mileage 

(6) Population growth 

(7) Occupations 

(8) Education 

c) Major inventions of each period 

d) Major social issues / 

4. Simulation games 

5. Trace family tree with countries of origin 

29 



6. Debate on social issues prominent in 1776, 
1876, and 1976 



■ 

B. Libraiy Activ^j^es ' / 

1. Book reports — biographies \ 

2. Njew^Eajerr- current ev^ts and bicentennial stories 

3. Jnyesti^gate and make, a chart of the occiq)atioiys 
,of tfre signers of the Declaration of \lndepend^ce 

(occtpations before and after they signed):;^ M^^.i^ 

C. Community Activities — field trips when local e^^ents - 
occur. 

D. National-television (video tape for classroom when 
possible) 

Discussion Question for the Classroon — Secondary 
The folliDwing discussion questions are to applied to 
the periods of 1776, 1876, and 1976 when possible. The 
depth of discussion and the allotted time for these 
questions i|S left to the discretion of the teacher. 
A. Family Life 

1. Con5)are and contrast the roles of women in 
American society in 1776, 1876, and 1976.' 

2. What was the average size of the American 
family in 1776? In 1976? What reasons 
canl^a^ccount for these figures? 

3. Compare and contrast the roles and status of 
grandparents in 1776 and 1976, 

4. Discuss how the laws of primogeniture affected 
the famkly in 1776. 

5. Discuss the vocational difference between rural 
and urban America in 1776. 
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6. How has the role of family discipliitari-an shifted 
from 1776 to 1876 to 1976? Why? 
^ 7. Analyze the need of the American father to be 

a "Jack-pf-all- trades" in 1776, How can the 

• . ■ ■ *• ■ 

trend back to thi3 ideal be seen today? 

\ 8. Disduss the powers and roles of the church in 

* f' iv the colonies in 1776, Have these powers and 

, . \tq1«s- changed? If so, why? : 

: ',-1 '. • ■ 

9. Discuss the changes in the American family , 
* brought about by the Industrial Revblution*^ 
I 10. What new inventions lightened the work load — 
for the American 'hbusewife in 1:876? Did this 
^bring about any role changes? 

11. Who was educated in America in 1876| and what 
types of sbhools were available? 

12. Discuss how the Women's Liberatioii movement 
has affected the nuclear family. 

13. How has the ri,sing "divorce rate in America 
•affected the role of father, mother, and , 

children in 1976? Can you relate this to 
question # 12? 

14. Compare thji^ifl^ of farmers in the United 



States in Ig^g^ 1^^^^ in relation to 

the total pqjul^iohi What trends can be seen? 
15* How important was education as a social value 
in" 1776, 1876, and 1976 and why? 
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16. How and why has the .statijs of skilled craftsmen 
changed from 1776, 1876, and 1976? 

17. You have received a gift of $10.00. How would 
•you spend it in 1776y 187^, and 1976? 

18. After studying American family life in the last 
200 years, what do you think family life Will 
be li]ke in>the year 2076? 

Transportation 

1. List the types of transportation available to 
Americans in 1776. Tell which ones were most 
widely used and why. 

2. What types of transportation inventions were 

J? ■ ' , 

being explored in 1776? Which ones became 

widely accepted? ^ 

3. What was the scope of the average American's^ 
travel experience in 1776 as compared to 1976? 

4. Discuss how the completion of the first trans- 
continental railroad helped to fulfill America' 
idea of Manifest Destiny. 

5. What new types of energy were being utilized in 
America in 1876, and what inventions made use 
of these energy sources? 

6. How mobile were most Americans in 1876 and why? 

7. Relate the. need ^for mass transportation in 
America to the energy crisis. ' v 

8. How has the role of the railroad in America 
changed since 1876? 
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9. How was the Industrial Revolution accelerated i 
by the invention of ^he railroad? t 

10. How did the distribution of means of titoisportation 
make a difference in the Southern jind Northern 
sections of the country in 1776, 1876, and 1976? 

11. How has the need for letter transportation affected 

"V . — 

the environment of the United States? 

12. How has air-tl'avel affected America's relations 

K 

-^With other countries 
Social Conflict 



What were the qualifications for full American 
^ H.^^ c in 1776? How have these qualifications 

eh^ged in the ^l^st ?00 years? 

2. Discuss property rights allowed to women and 
jidnorities in 1776. 

3. Where was the frontier line in*Amorica in 1776 
and why was it so located? 

4. Did American governmental powers become more of 
less decentralized between 1776 and 1876, and why?/ 

I 

5. How did .the Reconstruction Amendments affect the | 
civil ;?i|^h^^of. Negroes in 1876? / 

6. IVhat were the ma^ or groups immigrating to America 
in 1876 and Why? 

7. Discuss how the coiimiuni cation medium of television 
has minimized sectional differences in America. 

8. Discu3s the importance of vocational specialization 

• ;and^^^^^ affected education in the Unite4 Sta^ 
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How has the Civil Rights movement in America 
affected "reverse discrimination"? 
Did the Watergate coverup bring about changes 
in campaign practices and how?^ 
Discuss, the similarities and/differences in Cuban 
immigration wave of the 19S^'s and the Vietnamese 
influxvof 1975. 

Has the Wservation system solved the "Indian 
problem" in America? Why oA why not?, l^at 

improvements to thfe system c^ you suggest? 

( - ' 

What was the social position held by the Negro 

« 

in 1776* 1876, and 1976? 
Hovf h,as American expansion and imperialism 
affected relations with foreign nations? 
What problems are created by a growing government 
and the rights enconpassed in Citizenship? 
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